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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Mrs. Jane Milhous Barr
(Mrs. Charles Barr). Todayls date is December 2, 1971,
Arena interviewing. Mrs. Barr, may we begin by my
asking you, if you donlt mind, where and when you were
born?

BARR:

LetDs see, I was born in Tulare County [California],
somewhere out in the country, November 19, 1918.

ARENA:

I believe we mentioned that was the same year that the
Presidentls little brother, Arthur [Burdg Nixon], who
is no longer living, was born.

BARR:

Right.
I believe we were the same age.
I didnlt
really know him.
I think I saw him once, but gee, that
was a long time ago.

ARENA:

Would you mind, for the record, going over your rela
tionship to the President? How are you related?

BARR:

Well, I would be considered a first cousin, since my
father and his mother were brother and sister.

ARENA:

And your fatherls name, of course.

BARR:

Ezra [Milhous].
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ARENA:

Did he have a middle name, by any chance?

BARR:

Charles.

ARENA:

It was Ezra Charles Milhous. And, as you know, we have
already had the pleasure of meeting two of your brothers,
Charles [Eric Milhous], in Turlock, California, and
Robert Franklin [Milhous], in Bakersfield, California. How many
brothers and sisters altogether?
BARR:

Well, there were seven brothers. One's dead, six living
and two sisters living, one sister dead.

ARENA:

Are most of them, or all of them, in California now?

All of them are in California. Right. There are three
brothers living in the Grass Valley area. One sister
lives in Fortuna, one in stockton. And, of course, the
other two you have already met, Bakersfield and Turlock. Oh,
Billy's [William Theodore Milhous] at Lindsay; we missed him.
BARR:

ARENA:

I see. In addition to asking you about your direct con
tact with the President, I am interested in your contact
with other members of the family, too. So, we will very
likely come back to your brothers and sisters, your father, and
some of the other relatives whom you may recall. First of all,
let me ask you: When was the first time you did meet the President
Richard Nixon, in your life?
BARR:

Oh, that I can't remember?

ARENA:

Or was it a kind of on-going thing, all the way through,
since the families were close?

BARR:

Well, when we were younger, we used to all go home to
Grandmother's [Almira Milhous] for Christmas. Of course,
there were all the meetings then.

ARENA:

And this began from your infancy, as you recall?

BARR:

[Laughter]

Oh, way down--you know, two, three, four years old--way
down there, I'm sure. They were running home every
year for Christmas, so I must have been a baby. But,
anyway, Richard must be what, five or six years older than I am?
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ARENA:

He was born in 1913, January.

BARR:

He's five years older, then. The first time I can really
place him as a person, his parents used to send him to
our place out in Antelope Valley. [California]
I lived
with my parents in Antelope Valley. It was a high, dry climate
there, and it must have been when Harold was having his TB [Tuber
culosis] problems. They would send the boys to us for several
weeks a year to get them out of the fog--we couldn't have had
smog then, it must have been just fog--of whittier to kind of
clear their lungs out, or something, they thought, and for a
little change. And I can remember him and Harold both coming
to stay with us. We didn't have a very nice place for anybody
to live. We were all sort of camping, wherever we were. Some
times we even lived in tents. And whatever we had, they put up
with, you know, being young boys. And my brothers would take
them out on rabbit hunts, and this sort of a thing.
ARENA:

Was there something like a reservoir that you had for
swimming purposes?

BARR:

Yes, we swam in this reservoir one place we lived. Each
year, of course, it seemed like we lived in a different
place. That was my father's way of making a living. I
think it was this land business--he leveled--that moved us around.
I'm not too sure.

ARENA:

He also looked after the raising of stock, your father?

BARR:

Yes, he had some stock, too.
I can remember Richard
coming on those kind of visits, but I can't remember
too much more about him until I was in high school when
I went, during the summertime, and worked for his mother in the
store, in the house, wash dishes, take care of Eddie. [Edward
Calvert Nixon]
He was just a little boy then. I think the first
time I went was between eighth grade and freshman.
ARENA:
BARR:

He was born in 1930.

1930? Yes, well, I got out of grammar school in 1933,
so that he must have been about three, then, when I
went first. Skinny kid, skinny like he is now, just
the same. Couldn't put any fat on him. And his mother was so
worried all the time, so my job was to try to feed Eddie, take
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care of him, bathe him, put him to bed. And then, of course,
wash dishes; help Uncle Frank [Francis Anthony Nixon] bake pies
for the store, iron the shirts, whatever.
ARENA:

Uncle Frank, himself, made pies, then; not only Mrs.
[Hannah] Nixon?

BARR:

Oh, Uncle Frank was a wonderful pie maker.

ARENA:

You saw him do this?

BARR:

Oh, he taught me how to make apple pies.

ARENA:

Do you recall how he taught you, and what his method was?

He was the one.

BARR:

Oh, he made pies and cakes. Aunt Edith [Timberlake] al
ways said he had too much cinnamon in them, but I thought
they were good. They sold like hot cakes in the store.
Apple pies, cakes and potato salad--seems like we made those
things every morning to go in the store.
ARENA:

Were these sold in the open, things like the potato salad?
Did people just order it by the pound?

BARR:

Yes, just order it. We made big, white pans of it, I re
member. Just like in a delicatessen, I suppose, nowa
days. And they put them behind the glass counter, there,
and then they scooped them out into a little box.

ARENA:

Was there a restaurant at that time, when you were there?

BARR:

No restaurant, no. This was strictly a grocery store,
and I know the cakes and pies were made on orders. She
would get an order from Mrs. so-and-so for a chocolate
cake or an angel food cake, or something. The order would come
over to the house. Because, see, the house was here and the
store was right there.
ARENA:

That is, it was separate, but very close.
right in the store at the time.

It wasn't

BARR:

No, just right across the lot, there.

ARENA:

Do you recall their having said that at one point they
did live behind the store, in the same building? Do
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you recall that ever being the case?
younger.

Maybe when you were much

BARR:

Not this store; this store wasn't. It was a separate
building. They might have had another store someplace
else, in Yorba Linda [California] or something, but
this one on East Whittier Boulevard is the one I'm talking about.

ARENA:

Right. It's the one I'm thinking about, also. The
present intersection is Whittier Boulevard and Santa
Gertrudes Avenue. Did you ever live in whittier
[California] for any extensive period of time, other than
when you were with Hannah and Frank?
BARR:

I don't think I did. My folks never had a home there,
no. I just would come, either to visit my grandmother
in the summertime, when I was a small child. Of course,
I suppose I saw Richard, then, but I don't remember. We were
just cousins, running around there. You don't pay much attention
to each other, you know, except when you're going to have a
fight, or something. [Laughter] And we had fights.
I don't
remember ever fighting with him, but I can remember fighting
with Hadley. IMarshburn]
And Aunt Olive [Rose Olive Marshburn]
was always so careful that we had to meet and say, "I'm sorry,"
afterwards, too.
I remember that. whether you meant it or not,
you had to meet some place and put your arms around the other one
and say, "I'm sorry." That was part of it, part of the thing.
ARENA:

Speaking of fighting, do you recall the boys ever fight
ing with one another, say, Donald [Francis Donald Nixon]
and Richard fighting, they were the same age?

BARR:

I don't think so.
never saw them.

They must have, they're boys, but I

ARENA:

Would you mind going over again the way in which you
helped out around the store and family? You did look
after Edward, which would be the baby-sitting situation
today, or was that not necessary, since they were not out in the
evenings? Or did the elderly couple go out?

BARR:

No, it was mostly Eddie's care. I had to get him up in
the morning, because Aunt Hannah was already over working
in the store. She got up at 5 o'clock every morning
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and went out to do something in that store, or something. Uncle
Frank's arthritis was bothering him a lot then, so I suppose
that's why, maybe, we were making the pies and cakes because
it wasn't quite so hard on his arthritis. And she would go
over in the store with Donald, and Richard when he was home.
Of course, later on in the day, Richard went down town to work.
They were a hardworking bunch. Here I was, maybe fourteen or
fifteen, and work till 10 o'clock at night, doing something,
either cleaning up the kitchen, or stocking shelves, and then
at 5 o'clock in the morning Aunt Hannah'd be down raking the
gravel in the yard, or making something neat around there.
(Softly) "Jane, time to get up. Jane, time to get up." So I'd
come out and do whatever had to be done. Usually we made the
pies and cakes real early. Then, when it was time for Eddie to
get up, 8 or 9 o'clock, or 7 or 8, whenever he got out, why, I
had to dress him, feed him, see that he got good nourishment,
try to put some fat on him. Aunt Hannah stressed that. "Oh,
Eddie's just so thin. I've just got to get some weight on him.
Get some weight on him." I don't know. She probably felt that
maybe she'd been neglecting him, you know. She worked so hard.
She couldn't stand there and see that he ate all of his oatmeal
and the rest of it.
ARENA:

How was he as a baby to take care of?
you gave him?

Did he eat what

BARR:

Not really. I remember standing on my head, and making
Popeye-the-spinach-man muscles and trying to coax him
to try and make him eat, you know. Because she fed him
a lot of spinach, and a lot of Franco-American spaghetti. Seems
like I remember those cans of Franco-American spaghetti. [Laughter]
And Popeye-the-spinach-man.
ARENA:
BARR:

It's a wonder if he likes Italian food at all, nowadays.

Oh, poor Eddie. Anyway, then bathe him and care for
him and get him to take his nap. In between, we were
washing and ironing, doing all the other things. And
then, sometimes I got to go over in the store and put things on
the grocery shelves. I would pick up a twenty-five pound sack
of flour, and she'd say, "Jane, don't pick that up ~ It's too
heavy for you~" I said, "Well, I pick up Eddie, and he weighs
tha t much."
"But it's a different kind of weight," she said.
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"It's live weight and dead weight," she'd try to explain to me
the difference between live weight and dead weight. Eddie
wasn't so heavy, she said, because he was live weight.
ARENA:

If it isn't too personal, were you receiving monetary
compensation?

BARR:

Oh, yes, I was paid. I remember.
this was depression days .

ARENA:

The '30's.

Now, remember,

BARR:

. . . so what I was paid was probably good. I got twelve
dollars a month and my board and room, for three months.
That was a lot of money. At the end of the summer I had
thirty-six dollars~ I bought my school clothes, and one summer
I bought some cotton and some material to make some quilts for my
mother, because we were going to be cold that winter. Oh, I was
just rich at the end of every summer. It was a wonderful.
ARENA:

This was only during the summers?

BARR:

Yes, just the summer, from June till September, whenever
school started again. But it was a wonderful opportunity
for me, because nowhere else would I have had a job. But
every summer I had this standing job there with the Nixons.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if, while you were living there,
you were homesick? Were there any personal problems
like that?

BARR:

No.

ARENA:

Did you find it an interesting adventure?

BARR:

I was just like one of the family, you know.

ARENA:

Where were you sleeping?

BARR:

Oh, there was a room down in the corner of the garage.

ARENA:

Was it a separate room?

BARR:

Yes, it was the hired girl's room. It really was nice,
because after I left my sister, who lives up in Fortuna,

It was a nice place to live.
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lived there too,
the same things.

If you talk to her, she'll tell you a lot of

ARENA:

And her name?

BARR:

Her name is Alice.

ARENA:

And she's not married?

BARR:

Oh, yes. Alice Needham. And she would tell you, probably
some of the same things, that she did the same things
after I was out of high school and went into nurse's
training, she came along and she took my place.

ARENA:

She was younger than you?

BARR:

She was younger than I, and she took the same job over in
the summertime, for several summers, too.

ARENA:

If this isn't too personal, do you think that, possibly,
this was the way of the Nixon's helping out your family
financially, by the way?

She did the same thing.

BARR:

Oh, they were. They were helping us. They knew that we
were these poor folks that needed help, and it was a
good job. And they also needed somebody to help them,
because after my sister wasn't there any more, they did get a
steady hired girl. I can't think of her name, now, but she.

ARENA:

They had neighbors who did come in and help from time
to time. For example, Mrs. [Mabel] Schuyler. I don't
know if the name rings a bell. And a Mrs. [Gladys]
Starbuck, who was a teacher, also, but she used to visit the
store. And, if this means anything, because you and this Mrs.
Starbuck have the same thing in common. You knew Eddie Nixon
as a youngster, and she said that she was terrified of this
little fellow who was running around because she would be his
teacher someday, when he came to Lowell School. But when he did
come to school, he was a perfect little gentleman. But, this
early period, he was quite on his own. Do you recall anything
like that?
BARR:

No, I wasn't terrified at him, maybe because I had four
or five younger brothers and sisters that I helped
raise, see, so little children didn't bother me at
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all. They were just another little chore that needed feeding
and dressing and bathing and putting down for a nap.
ARENA:

And you were with him only during this early baby period,
too, not during the three, four--mischievous age.

BARR:

Probably three, four, five, right along in there.
don't remember him being such a little devil.

ARENA:

I don't know if she used quite that word, but I do re
call.

BARR:

Maybe we better scratch that from the record.

ARENA:

No, no.

BARR:

No, I don't think so,
I think he was probably a little
more spoiled than the rest of them. He came along quite
a bit later. He was born in 1930, you say?

ARENA:

1930.

BARR:

Donald was already a great, big boy when he was born.

ARENA:

About the same time as the President, a year later, 1914,
Donald.

BARR:

So Eddie was quite a bit younger, and no doubt you spoil
somebody when they're that much younger. But I don't
think it ruined Eddie. He's a nice guy.

I

[Laughter]

Very interesting.

ARENA:

Well, she made it very clear that when he did get into
school, he was an excellent young man, and her fears
were groundless. Possibly seeing the boy in the store
and, as you say, maybe he was spoiled, or he had more
independence than the others, as they were so busy, and he could
be more on his own.
BARR:

Yes, right. Well, he was just kind of let run, for sure.
They were too busy to pay attention to him all the time,
and so . . . . My brother, Charles, says that he re
members him running in the store to get candy and things all the
time, which he probably shouldn't have had.
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ARENA:
BARR:
ARENA:

. and Donald running after him.
No doubt.
. but not too hard.

BARR:

No. They were a very close family. Everybody was
thoughtful of each other, you know, and thoughtful of
anybody around them. There was never any .

ARENA:

By "anyone around them", you mean neighbors

BARR:

Neighbors, people, anybody come in, or anything. Every
body was special, and they were very thoughtful of
everybody, even thoughtful of little things, and little
comforts, and "feelings."

ARENA:

You're saying they were this way during the business
day, thinking of stores that you go in today. In other
words, it was the regular way that they conducted busi
ness.

BARR:

Right. Oh, I remember, they had a lot of bad accounts.
It was during depression days, and it was hard for
people to pay their grocery bills, I suspect, a lot of
times. I remember one time I was there Aunt Hannah and.
I don't know if it was Donald or Richard, one of them, they were
going to go make some night calls on some of these people that
had bad debts and try to collect some money. And I overheard
them discussing that, well, this family, "We just won't go there.
I just know they can't afford to pay it. I think we'll just not
go there tonight." Here they needed the money to buy groceries
to put back on the shelves; yet, here they were thinking that
they knew the circumstances of this family and they just couldn't
afford to pay. And I overheard those things, because I was right
there in the house. They really were special people.
ARENA:

Was there something, though, to the effect that Mr. Frank
Nixon liked to argue or liked to discuss politics with
people?

BARR:

Oh, Uncle Frank, he was something else. Yes, he really
did, and he was a terrific arguer. He could give them
all a bad time if he wanted to, you know.
I always
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felt that sometimes they all teamed up against him, you know,
because they were all on one side against him, sticking to
gether, but he could give a good argument. He had a wild
temper. That's something Aunt Hannah never had. I never saw
her angry. It was really not natural, though. I think a
person should get angry once in a while.
ARENA:

with all of this working she was doing, you never saw
her, maybe, have any sort of a breakdown; not a nervous
breakdown, but never just lose control of herself?

BARR:

Nothing, no.

ARENA:

This was a long, hard day, and all these problems,
worrying about Harold, and .

Nothing. She would just. . . . If she got angry, it
would just be, just to say another word, not even raise
her voice much, you know, just, "Now, now,
Pet ty , ;
that shouldn't be done that way.'~ This was being angry. Oh,
I don't know.

BARR:

I

ARENA:

Did you ever see Mr. Frank Nixon lose his temper with
the President, Richard, or any problems there?

BARR:

Oh, I don't think so. He would be more likely to lose
it with Donald than Richard, I think, because Donald
had a pretty good mind of his own, as far as a lot of
things that ran in the store. He did run the butcher shop and
he was a good butcher. And he knew a good cut of meat from a
bad cut, and he'd stand up to his father on a whole bunch of
things there. I never really . . . . Maybe it was because I
wasn't around too much, just during those summer months when
Richard was home, and older, but I never heard Uncle Frank have
any words with Richard.
ARENA:

BARR:

And this would have been the period, 1930 through 1934,
when the President was in college?

I know
it was
and we
a big occasion.
comes home from

he came home from college for the summer, because
always a big thing. Richard's arriving tomorrow
must have this done and that done. And it was
Of course, it's a big occasion when any son
college, you know, for the summer.
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ARENA:

Is this the period, though, when he was in Duke?

BARR:

I'm sure he was coming home from Duke University.
It
wasn't Whittier College, because he was living at home
then.

ARENA:

That's right.
after 1934.

BARR:

Was it, then?

ARENA:

Yes.

BARR:

Yes, well, I was there '33, '34, '35, '36, some of those
summers in there.
I was there for about three different
summers, and my sister was there for a couple.

ARENA:

And it would be during this period, too, while he was in
law school that he had his separate room that you were
looking after.

BARR:

Oh, right.

ARENA:

Now, would you mind describing just what you did, and
what was involved in looking after his room, and what
the room itself looked like?

BARR:

I was going to say, that would have been

He graduated in '34 and started in

upstairs, over the garage.

The room was a very small room. There was this big
area up over the garage that went from a stairway inside
the house to an outside stairway up over the garage,
and you walked right through Aunt Hannah and Uncle Frank's bed
room, because there were no hallways in this thing.
It was like
a big room divided into four pieces. There was Uncle Frank and
Aunt Hannah's bedroom, Richard's was right behind it, Donald's
was over there, and the bathroom was the other piece. That was
the upstairs bedrooms. Eddie's crib was in the corner of Uncle
Frank and Aunt Hannah's bedroom. And Richard's room--you went
right through their room to get to his, and it also had an out
side stairway into his room, too, from the outside. And I know
it had this:
I can remember seeing this little round, wood
heater, you know, that kind that you open up a lid and put a
chunk of wood in, and the stove pipe going up. His room had a
heater in it. That was the only heat upstairs. None of the
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other rooms had heat, but he needed it, Aunt Hannah said, so that
he could study late and be warm. I made his bed every day, and
I dusted the fuzzes off the floor with the dust hop, dusted his
books, those big bunches of books on the wall, dusted his books
and his desk, but Aunt Hannah said, "You mustn't touch any of
the papers on the desk, just leave them like that and dust all
around."
I wouldn't touch the papers. The first summer I was
there I remember I was not allowed to iron Richard's shirts, had
to practice on Donald's. I felt really proud when by the second
summer I was "good enough to iron Richard s shirts," meaning my
skill at ironing had improved.
And then, sometimes I went in the yard . . . . They never
had much of a yard because they never had time to raise a yard.
Donald liked roses, and I remember he planted some tree roses
one year, so once in awhile there would be a little flower in
the yard, and I would put it up in Richard's room, and he would
always notice when I put a flower there and thanked me for it.
And I was just a little kid at the time, and it was nice.
I

ARENA:

How would you describe Richard at that time?

BARR:

He was a nice, pleasant, very thoughtful person.

ARENA:

In this sense, he took after his mother.

BARR:

His mother, and you know, he was most thoughtful of his
mother.
I've always remembered him as being . . . . My
brothers were never that feeling toward our mother, or
I didn't see it, maybe. Maybe I just didn't see it. But he was
a boy and he thought of his mother, and how tired she would get,
working, and always he was thinking of his mother like that.
And I used to think, "What a special boy." He was just a college
boy, and to have that much feeling for his mother, you know, and
the way she felt, and the way she thought, and that was one thing
that always impressed me about him, that he always had this
thoughtfulness about him.
ARENA:

Do you know if he ever took his mother out on social
occasions?

BARR:

Oh, I don't think they did much socializing, you know
that.

,.ARENA:

You were not aware that he had any steady girl friend,
for example, who visited at the house at this time?
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BARR:

No, I don't think so.

ARENA:

Or he'd say, "I'm leaving, because I have a date tonight."
Did anything like that ever come up?

BARR:

No, I don't think he ever had any, or I didn't pay any
attention. I don't know about that.

ARENA:

Were you aware that he had been going on dates, though,
in college? Did you know that?

BARR:

I don't know. See, I was five years younger, and I
didn't discuss those things with him. He was a big,
smart guy, and I was just a little hired girl. But
don't get me wrong there--I was still considered one of the
family. They made a special effort to include me in all things.
ARENA:

I assume, for example, when the family ate together you
ate with the family.

BARR:

Oh, absolutely. I worked for one family, once, after I
was out of high school, before I went in Durse's train
ing. They had a little shelf in the corner of the
kitchen. It was in a corner that went like this, and the shelf
was across there, and there was no window, or anything. That
was my table to eat on. And when I served them in the dining
room, I got to put my plate on this little corner thing and look
at the two walls and have my dinner.
ARENA:

You felt like a hired hand there.

BARR:

Yes, right. But at the Nixon house I was one of the
family, never anything different.

ARENA:

Do you recall if grace was said at the time at dinner,
and if it was done in rotation, or did any particular
person say it always?

BARR:

Oh, yes, always. Usually one member, or sometimes just
silent grace, as the Friends people do, just be quiet
for a moment before--because a lot of times the meals
weren't always formal. Somebody was always coming and going and
eating in between, but usually at suppertime most everybody was
together.
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ARENA:

It would be the breakfast that people would get on their
own.

BARR:

Breakfast and lunch was just kind of a come-and-go and
get-as-you-can affair. But usually at suppertime they
tried to sit down at the table together.

ARENA:

While they were working all the time, was the store
actually busy with customers all the time?

BARR:

They were coming and going all the time, pretty busy.
I don't doubt that it must have made them a good living
at that time.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the customers seemed to come, say,
only once--these were people driving, maybe, from Los
Angeles, out somewhere, and stopped in, or did the
customers seem to be regular people?

BARR:

No, I think they were steady people from around there.
They had a lot of charge accounts, and they were people
that lived in the neighborhood. l remember them calling
them by their first names, and Mrs. So-and-so came in for this,
and Aunt Hannah took a lot of 'phone orders, and they did a lot
of delivering groceries, too, then. And people would call in
for special cuts of meat that Donald would have to get out for
them. He evidently had a good butcher shop~ he knew his meat.
ARENA:

Now, Donald was a bit younger~ he was a young man. The
President was still in school, but he was working on his
law degree. At this point, Donald was doing quite a bit
of the work. He wasn't just doing this on a part-time school
basis. He was there all year round.
BARR:

All year round. After Uncle Frank's arthritis got so
bad, he and his mother practically ran the place.
I
don't know if they had any extra help, or not. My
brother, Charles, went down, I know, and helped some, but about
that time they set up this little new store down there by East
Whittier. They had a kind of branch grocery store in East
Whittier, that Charles must have told you about in his discussion.
ARENA:

That did not last too long, I believe.
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BARR:

It didn't last too long. Charles was there for several
years, working either in that store or in the other one.
It was right after he first got married, and they again
were looking out after somebody's welfare, because Charles was
married and was going to have a baby and no job, and so they made
a job. They might have made that store to make him a job, for
all I know. But they got him a job. This was still during the
depression days, and things were rough-going for everybody. And
I remember, I always thought that the Nixons were wealthy.
I
know now they weren't, because I know the difference between
wealth and otherwise. But, of course, to me, they were really
wealthy then. Uncle Frank would leave nickels and dimes and
pennies around in the window sills, you know. So, when I'm wash
ing the window or dusting the window sill, I'd find this money
around, and I'd take it to him, because I'm honest. My mother
taught me, you know, you do not take anything that doesn't belong
to you. So, oh, I was there two or three summers before I over
heard him telling somebody--because this money was always laying
around, these nickels and dimes--he said, "Oh, I just leave that
there to test people's honesty."
[Laughter]
ARENA:

He never told that to you, you overheard it.

BARR:

No, I overheard him telling that to somebody.
"Gee, 1 ' m glad I always gave it to him."

ARENA:

And he kept it, by the way, his nickels and dimes.

BARR:

Oh, right. Oh, he said, "I must have been careless,"
and "I wonder who left that there," you know.

ARENA:

That's very interesting.

BARR:

I had forgotten all about that. Good old Uncle Frank.
He should have lived to see Richard get where he is
today.

ARENA:

Were there any other direct occasions when you came into
contact with the President, besides being his room
straightener-upper, and room-duster, during the summers?

BARR:

Well, I never saw much more of Richard after that, I
went into nurse's training and he was starting to go
into politics just about by the end of that time.
l

I thought,
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ARENA:

You finished your nurse's training when?

BARR:

1941.

ARENA:

Well, around that time, he was getting ready to go into
military service.

BARR:

Yes, he went into military service .

ARENA:

And then when he came back, of course, he went into
politics.

BARR:

Right. Oh, I think I saw him once when my husband and
I were on our honeymoon. I guess it was in 1940, and
he and Pat [Patricia Ryan Nixon] lived in Whittier then.
Oh, I remember now, too. We had taken a hotel in Whittier, be
cause, you know, when you're on a honeymoon you don't want to go
visit relatives. But we had to call them, anyway. So I called
Aunt Hannah, but Richard happened to be there. And I remember,
he just about had a fit because we hadn't come to somebody's
house to stay, either their's or Aunt Hannah's, or somebody's.
He says, "You're just a little ways from our house, Get over
here~
Get out of that hotel~" I said, "Well, it's already paid
for now, so we'll be staying here." But then, they had us come
over for breakfast the next morning--breakfast, I think it was.
And we had a visit with them then. And, you know, I think that's
about the only time that I was ever in his house.
ARENA:

But you recall that that was his instant reaction .

BARR:

Right then~ Right now~ Because we had chosen to not
stay with them, or come by and ask to stay, like he
was .

ARENA:

Honeymoon or no honeymoon.
honeymoon.

BARR:

Honeymoon or no honeymoon--oh, right. But that's that
instant hospitality, you know, that goes with all of
the families, really.

ARENA:

Have you had a chance to meet the wife, Mrs. Patricia
Nixon?

He knew you were on your
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BARR:

I think I had met Pat before.

ARENA:

How would you describe her, when you met her?
of impression did she make on you?

BARR:

Oh, I thought she was a very elegant lady.

ARENA:

Were you aware that she was a teacher?

BARR:

Very pleasant. And I remember--well, maybe I'd better
not tell that one.

ARENA:

We can always erase it.

What type

BARR:

They were telling us the next morning what a fright Aunt
Hannah had had, because she came home that night and her
fur coat was missing out of the closet. And it seems
that Pat had borrowed it and hadn't left a note, because Pat
wanted a fur coat to go someplace and she didn't have one, so
she borrowed Aunt Hannah's fur coat. And I saw her the other
day get out of the helicopter, down in San Clemente, and she had
this beautiful fur on, you know. She's probably got about six
of 'em hanging in her closet now. But I know at that time, she
wanted a fur coat.
ARENA:

Was it a full-length one, do you recall?

BARR:

I don't remember. It wasn't a very good one, I know that.
I remember it was kind of one of those long, stuff that
looked like bear fur, or something, you know. But Aunt
Hannah had this fur coat. I think, as I remember, the story goes
that she had taken it in on a bad debt, or something. Somebody
had traded it for groceries. Nobody had bought her a fur coat.
ARENA:
BARR:

Did she wear it herself, much?

She didn't wear it much, no, I don't think so. But it
was there in the closet. I do remember that incident
the next morning. Then the next time I saw Richard, he
had just become a Congressman, I believe, and he had an
open house at some home he had over there out of Whittier, some
place. I know we traveled through thick fog that night to get
over to his open house. And his two little girls were just three
and four, or four and five years old, then. So it must have been
when he was a Congressman. Senator, he was first, wasn't he, or
Representative?
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ARENA:

Well, actually, Congress, Representative, 1946 he was
elected. And then he was elected to the Senate in 1950.
And then elected Vice President in 1952.

BARR:

I remember he had that open house at this nice little
house they had, somewhere around Whittier.

ARENA:

Do you recall his living on top of a garage right after
marriage, by any chance? Did you ever see that place?

BARR:

No.

ARENA:

This would have been in La Habra.

I didn't see that place.

BARR:

In La Habra. No, I didn't see that. He and Pat were
married about a year before we were married, as I
remember. He must have been married about in 1940,
sometime. And then as I say, I saw him that next summer on my
honeymoon. I didn't see him again until he was a Representative,
having open house. And then the next time I saw him he was
campaigning for Senator, I believe, right down here in our little
Healdsburg Square, that park that's right down town. He came to
town and was campaigning. Pat was passing out the thimbles, I
think it was, the Nixon thimbles. And I saw them there.
ARENA:

Did he recognize you?

BARR:

Oh, yes, he knew me, absolutely.

ARENA:

Were there other members of your family with you at the
time?

BARR:

No,

ARENA:

Did he mention you, publicly? For instance, did he spot
you and say, "I have a good, loyal supporter here," or
anything to the effect?

BARR:

Yes.

ARENA:

How did you feel when he did that?

BARR:

Oh, sort of like a. . . . I never liked to be in the
limelight. In fact, I don't tell anybody I'm a relative
unless it happens to come out somewhere. I don't know

just my husband.

Oh, right.

He knew me.

But he knew me.

Right, he did.
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why, but I just don't want people saying . . . . Well, after all,
I didn't have anything to do with him being President. It wasn't
any of my doing. It's him that did it. And I'm proud that I'm
a relative, but, really, I can't take any credit for it. So, I
don't like to go around bragging about it out loud, too much.
ARENA:

As a matter of fact, have there been any unpleasant
incidents because of that, when someone did find it out?

BARR:

Yes, if they were a Democrat.
[Laughter]
In fact, our
youngest son is very much a Democrat. He just finished
getting a teacher's credential down at Sonoma State,
[College] and he's substitute teaching this year down at San
Anselmo and Novato. [California] Anyway, he's very much.
All the young kids, most of them are very much against the Nixon
administration, so he doesn't want me to mention it around any
of his friends that we're related.
"Oh, that guy~" they say.
Isn't that awful? what has he done to make these young kids
think that way?
ARENA:

Well, anyone who is in politics has to have people who
are for him and against him, obviously.

BARR:

Oh, I guess.

ARENA:

And I can't think of anyone who, you know, was unanimously
supported, whether it was [Abraham] Lincoln, who was just
criticized, overwhelmingly, while he was President, and
now he is one of our greatest heroes. And [George] Washington
was also very bitterly criticized while he was President. It
just, I think, comes with the job. And being aware of history,
I'm sure that the President is aware of that.
BARR:
ARENA:

Oh, I'm sure he is.

But a lot of people who might not have looked into it
might not be aware of it. But I recall in the case of
President Washington, and who is more important than he
in our history, and yet there were those who wanted him to help
France in the Revolution, help the Revolutionary government, and
he didn't want to do it. That was the thing that got him into
trouble with a lot of local people, a lot of local politics. So,
if it wasn't that, it would be something else.
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BARR:

I suppose so.

ARENA:

You have to have some people for you and some people
against you. Hopefully, it will be done peacefully-
the idea of a democracy.

BARR:

Well, I just tell my son, I say, "I don't think of him
as a politician. I just like to remember him as a very
nice person,"which he was when I knew him. I can't say
that I really have known him since he's been a politician. I've
seen him so few times.

ARENA:

Did you have the opportunity to attend the inauguration?

BARR:

I didn't get to go. We got all sorts of invitations, and
we were very disappointed not to go. But at that time
we had just had the grapes freeze and the prunes freeze
for a couple of years in a row, and there was no money anyplace
to go, without borrowing it. My husband wanted to borrow it and
I was against it, and I said that we're just contributing to in
flation if we borrow it to go, so we didn't go, and I suppose I'm
really sorry now, because I should have gone. Betty Timberlake
went, and Alice, my youngest sister who is up in Fortuna, went.
And he thought that Alice was Jane. He said, "Hello, Jane~" just
like that, so I thought, "Well, he did remember me, after all."
But we look something alike, so I suppose it was a natural mistake.
ARENA:

Is there anything regarding your personal contact with
the President that I have not brought up, or that you
would like to bring up now?

BARR:

I don't think so, really.

ARENA:

This period when he visited your folks in Antelope Valley
what was the sleeping arrangement, with all those children

BARR:

Oh, I imagine there was a quilt or a blanket or a rag on
the floor or the ground someplace. I'm sure there wasn't
anything else, because we had a few beds, but there
would be five or six of us in one bed. That's the way I grew up.
And there was no such thing as sleeping bags in those days. It
was always in the summer time, and wasn't cold.
ARENA:

How about the food situation?
gether?

Did all of you eat to
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BARR:

Oh, yes. My mother was a good cook. Usually she had
beans and potatoes and gravy. That was our diet, but
there was always plenty of it, and maybe a wild jack
rabbit, or something, thrown in.

ARENA:

Do you recall the boys, including the President, doing
anything in the way of skinning a rabbit for a meal?

BARR:

Well, I can't recall that he actually did, but I know
they took him on some coyote hunts and rabbit hunts,
and never with guns. No guns. They had dogs, these
greyhound dogs, but we never had any guns in our family.
I
don't know if he knows how to shoot a gun, or not. I suppose
he does, but there were never any guns. I don't remember any
guns in his house.
ARENA:

Mr. Frank Nixon didn't do any shooting, as far as you
ever saw, either. How about smoking and drinking? Of
course, dancing, they were too young for that. But do
you recall .

BARR:

Boy, dancing was out, too.
dances.

ARENA:

Was this just by Aunt Hannah, or all of the aunts?

BARR:

That was everybody.

ARENA:

And your father, too?

BARR:

My father, too. Nobody smokes or drinks--these are the
works of the devil.

ARENA:

Did they ever get over that?

BARR:

I don't think THEY did, but some of their children did.

ARENA:

For example, did the children who did smoke, not smoke
in the presence of .

BARR:

Right.

ARENA:

But you think they probably realized it, and the children
didn't want to hurt their feelings.
But you think that

Only the BAD people went to

You'd sneak it, sure.

Which was bad, really.
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the parents were aware of those who did smoke or drink?
BARR:

Oh, I'm sure. You can't be a parent without knowing if
the kids smoke, and you can smell it, can't you?

ARENA:

Do you recollect that the President ever did any smoking
or dr inking?

BARR:

Oh, I don't think he did, no.

ARENA:

During the period when he was studying law, did you see
a cigarette put out in an ashtray somewhere, something
like that?

BARR:

No.

ARENA:

Do you think he smokes and drinks now?

BARR:

You mean cigarettes?

ARENA:

Yes.

BARR:

No, I'm sure he doesn't smoke cigarettes. I really don't
know. I shouldn't say that, because I really don't know
him for the last twenty years, but .

ARENA:

This would be just a guess.

BARR:

I guess.

I think he probably would take a drink for
I don't think he'd make a habit of drinking
much. I don't think he could, with the bringing up he
had, really.

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

And you were saying about your early youth and your
personal family's economic situation, which forced you
to see an awful lot of different homes. And you envied,
in a way, your other relatives who had a fixed home and a fixed
place.
BARR:

Right.

I did.

ARENA:

Do I quote you correctly?

-24

BARR:

Right.

That's right.

ARENA:

Do you want to add to that?

BARR:

No. I grew up envying them. And at the same time, the
aunts, my father's sisters--they really had sort of a
tremendous influence on me. I looked up to them, and
I thought when I was growing up that I would just like to be
like all of them. I don't know, I just kind of liked the way
they lived and did things and talked, and everything else.

ARENA:

Did they use the "thee" and "thou" with your father, by
the way? Do you recall that?

BARR:

They did amongst themselves, to each other.

ARENA:

Not if children were present?

BARR:

Not so much to their children, no.
they did, an awful lot.

ARENA:

Have you seen that continued, at the Christmas parties,
for example, when you are together, do you see that
they talk that way to one another?

BARR:

Yes, the girls talk .

ARENA:

But you children do not.

BARR:

No, we don't.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you are a member of the
Quaker Church?

BARR:

No, I don't think I am.

ARENA:

You're not officially registered.

BARR:

No. Actually, when I was growing up, I think we were
probably taught somewhat in the Quaker ways, and a lot
of it rubbed off just from being around them.

ARENA:

Obviously, there's more to it than just going to church.

But to each other,

[Laughter]

-25

BARR:

Officially, I just don't belong to the church. In fact,
I belong to the Christian Church up in Geiserville
[California] right now. That's what my husband's
people were, so I joined the church when I joined them. There's
no Quaker churches up this way, anyway. Oh, I'm not too sure
I would believe entirely with the Quaker religion. I think
they're just a little bit unbending.
I think in this world
today you have to think a little bit on both sides and all ways;
you can't just go down one little middle path and ignore what's
on either side of you.
ARENA:

Not to argue with you, really, but just to maybe expand
on that a bit, do you think that maybe the Quakers that
YOU know, your aunts in particular, represent one par
ticular branch or one particular view, an unbending view, and
that not all Quakers--and that not even they all the time, we'll
say--are that strict? That it's a question, possibly, of their
being some strict Quakers and some who are not. Or is it your
impression that the average Quaker, or when you say a "Quaker"
it would be someone like your aunts, who do tend to be strict-
no smoking, drinking or dancing, or no attending all plays,
either.
BARR:

Quite strict.

ARENA:

There are certain plays that one should not attend, and
not just the present stuff, but even when the President
was appearing in some plays.

BARR:

Well, I don't know that much about the Quaker religion,
I suppose, except just from their viewpoint, and I know
they were strict.

ARENA:

And yet, their personalities.
great admiration for them.

BARR:

Right.

You say you had

I liked their personalities, really I did. As a child
growing up, I always admired the way they lived and did
things and talked, and everything. As I got older then,
I could see that some of the things weren't always desireable.
Because I don't believe in that terrible strictness; you know,
you can't smoke, you can't drink, and so forth.
I think it's up
to the individual to decide for himself. At least my way of
thinking is that it's up to the individual.
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ARENA:

Knowing how strict these aunts are, including the
President's mother--his mother, Hannah Nixon--I don't
mean to get into politics, but the question deals with
politics indirectly. When the business of the fund came out, when
the President was running for the vice-presidency, with President
[Dwight D.] Eisenhower, and the question of honesty came up, what
did you think, personally, about this attack on his personal honesty,
knowing the background of the President and the way he was brought up?
BARR:

Well, naturally, when anyone comes up with anything, think
ing he's dishonest about anything, I can't believe it,
because, knowing the way he was raised, he just couldn't
be dishonest. Of course, I have to stop and think--I don't know-
politics can do a lot of things to you, I suppose, but I keep hoping
that, the way he was raised, they wouldn't do that to him. But right
away I said, "He's not dishonest; he couldn't be dishonest. Some
body's trying to do something to him, twist the truth, or something."
ARENA:

If I could go back to this environment that we were talking
about, the aunts and the Milhous family, did you ever have
the feeling, or the impression, that Mr. Frank Nixon was
a bit unhappy or a bit under pressure because he was not--not that
he was not a Milhous--but he was not a Quaker, not a birthright
Quaker? Do you think that that might have been a part of the prob
lem concerning his being argumentative and being at times irascible?
BARR:

It is possible that he had a feeling of being on the out
side, so to speak.

ARENA:

How could that be evidenced? what instances or stories
can you recollect that might illustrate that that was the
case?

BARR:

I really can't pinpoint any specific times.

ARENA:

You don't recall any of the aunts ever talking about Frank-
and this is not in the gossipy sense, but for the histori
cal record--ever talking about him in a way that indicated
that he was an outsider?

BARR:

No, but when you're around these people there's a certain
feeling you can get.
I can't really explain it, but I
often felt that maybe he had got that feeling, that he
was sort of left out. You have to be in the family to get it.
It's
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a strange, close-knit feeling that they all had for each other.
never felt that way about any of the other uncles. Maybe Uncle
Frank brought it on himself.

I

ARENA:

don't mean to be putting any words or any ideas in your
head, but I am asking that question.

BARR:

Yes, I know what you mean.

ARENA:

You don't think

BARR:

No.

ARENA:

You did have that feeling that he was an outsider.

I

I

am putting something in your head?

BARR:

I always had that feeling, that Uncle Frank felt like he
was . . . . well, maybe it was because when I was around
Aunt Hannah and the boys and Uncle Frank, the two boys
were always on Aunt Hannah's side, and maybe that's why I got ~he
feeling that he was an outsider, because they were always, the
three, kind of against him.
ARENA:

what things would have caused an issue or argument?
it the conducting of the store business?

BARR:

Well, it was usually policies to be made and set, and the
way business should be handled or not handled, and this
sort of a thing.

ARENA:

Do you recollect that the President, himself, participated
in the suggestions regarding the store business and the
conducting of it?

BARR:

Was

Not too much. Donald and Aunt Hannah did an awful lot of
that. And, of course, Aunt Hannah would always say, "Well,
now, we must consult Frank on this," and Frank was con
sulted, but I don't know how much further it went than that. I do
remember she remembered to include him, but I know in the final end
it always seemed that everybody was sort of teamed up against him,
so probably the poor, old fellow had a reason for his argumentative
attitude. But he could argue. Oh, boy, he could argue~ Maybe
that's where Richard got a lot of his good mind, thinking. You
know, in order to make your mind work good you've got to be able
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to think fast and he could possibly have gotten that from Uncle
Frank, and channeled in the right way, and taking Uncle Frank's
argumentative attitude and Aunt Hannah's peaceful attitude and
put the two together, makes a pretty good guy out of him.
ARENA:

Do you recall, when Mr. Frank N±ocondid argue, that.

BARR:

He got angry.

ARENA:

Well, did he give the other person a chance to make his
point, or was it, more or less that he had a fixed idea
and wanted to give that?

BARR:

Well, he had a fixed idea, and you didn't very often change
his mind.

ARENA:

But would he listen to the other side?

BARR:

He probably wouldn't, because you didn't change his idea
to begin with. He stuck with his same idea, and he just
yelled a little bit louder about it until they finally
just ignored him. But, I'm sure they must have done things the way
he wanted them done a lot of the time. But there was a lot of ar
guing around there. But Aunt Hannah never raised her voice. Uncle
Frank did all the yelling. She'd talk it out in a calm, even way.
ARENA:

Would the argument end, really, when she entered and tried
to smooth tempers down, do you recollect, or did she just
give up herself and walk out?

BARR:

I don't think she did much to calm him down.
It just
either wore itself out or just stayed that way and they
just went away from it. There wasn't ever any real
fight going on, but there were loud words, but on his side only.
The rest of them were . . . . Well, Donald could raise his voice
sometimes, too, but Aunt Hannah and Richard and Donald would us
ually be more calm than Uncle Frank.
ARENA:

Did it ever occur to you while you were living with the
Nixons, and even, say, afterwards when you visited for
one reason or another, how different, in a way, the two
were, Frank Nixon and Hannah? Frank had not gone beyond the sixth
grade. Hannah had started college and had such a completely dif
ferent personality. Did the differences in their personalities ever
impress you, and do you recall that being discussed by anyone?
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BARR:

I don't think so, no, but I remember Uncle Frank was a
very smart man, for not having any more formal schooling
than that. He seemed to me like he knew an awful lot.
He must have done a lot of self-educating.

ARENA:

Did there ever seem to be any.

BARR:

He always used good grammar.

ARENA:

He did?

BARR:

Yes. The house always had good grammar. In fact, that's
one thing that I can remember Richard telling his mother
once, because in my home, there wasn't good grammar, and
I don't use it today, because I think what you learn as a child sort
of hangs on to you.
I had probably said "ain't", you know, or some
word like this, and they, no doubt, had corrected me. They correct
you in such a nice way that you really don't know that you're being
corrected, but you know that you're corrected. But Aunt Hannah said,
"Did you have much trouble with English or grammar, Richard?"
"No,
Mother," he said, "because you always spoke good grammar in our house.
I never had any trouble."
I just remembered that. So evidently,
Uncle Frank's grammar was good.
I don't remember him speaking poor
grammar. When you only go to the sixth grade, in those days, you
didn't learn very much. He must have done a lot of seLf-educating.
ARENA:

Do you recall ever sitting in any of his Sunday School
classes, by any chance? And while you were living with
them, did you attend any of the Sunday School classes?

BARR:

Yes, we went to Sunday School class across the street at
the Friends Church there, but I don't remember him being
a teacher.

ARENA:

How about Mrs. Nixon herself?

BARR:

I don't think either one of them were teaching then. They
must have done the Sunday School teaching when the children
were smaller.

ARENA:

And the President, did he have a class at that time, do
you know?

BARR:

I know he went to young people's meetings, seems like
Wednesday nights, and Sunday nights.
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ARENA:

Does the word, "Christian Endeavor" come to mind?

BARR:

That word, yes, that means something.

ARENA:

He was a member of it at that time.

BARR:

Right. I know he went to young people.
I guess
they called it "Christian Endeavor", yes, that's the
right word, all right.

ARENA:

Did you ever hear him play the piano in the home?

BARR:

A little bit. In those days, he was just fooling around.
I remember him saying to Donald one time, he said, "I
would really like to play the piano." And Donald says,
"Well, don't mess around with just lessons and a teacher with scales
and all that stuff. Get one of these fast-learn methods, you know.
They have these methods that you learn the chords and you learn the
melody and you got it made." He said, "Do it that way, instead of
doing it this long route with a teacher." [Laughter] Whatever came
of it, I don't know, whether he took Donald's word for it or not.
But I know Aunt Jane [Beeson] did give him a lot of lessons, and
she said he had talent, if he had done anything with it. He played
the violin, also.
ARENA:

Do you recall that the Nixons entertained?
people over on Sundays for dinner?

Did they have

BARR:

Not much.

ARENA:

Do you recall that they ever did it while you were there?

BARR:

Well, I think some, but mainly the people over would be
family, like Grandmother [Almira Milhous] coming for
dinner--our grandmother, who was a wonderful person, too.

ARENA:

Had you ever heard stories about Grandfather Franklin
[Milhous] doing this as a regular thing, every Sunday,
having the house full of guests, including family, but
that he was very thrifty, and all that, but he liked to entertain
people on Sundays?

BARR:

No, I hadn't heard that. He died the year I was born. I
think I was a couple of months old, so I never knew him at
all. They never talked much about him, either.
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ARENA:

what do you recollect of your grandmother?

BARR:

Oh, I knew Grandma well. I spent practically every summer,
my mother would send my sister, Alice, and I to Grand
mother's, which was also Aunt Olive's [Marshburn], because
the Marshburns lived with Grandmother. When we were four, five,
six, seven, eight, we always spent the summer with Grandmother and
Marshburns, and my grandmother was something else. You would have
to know her to believe her.
ARENA:

In what way?

BARR:

Can you recollect some things that she did?

Oh, I don't know. She was always kind, sweet, thoughtful.
I can remember her out picking up oranges underneath the
trees, wiping them off and putting them in a box, and I
must have been only five or six then. I don't know, I was awful
little. And, "Well, this poor family that lives over on such-and
such a street, they're hungry and they need this food, so we'll
save these oranges for them." Always something like this she was
doing. This was her way of helping somebody. Of course, I think
probably it must have been her attitude and way of life that rubbed
off on all the girls. I never heard them say much about their
father.
I always kind of gathered he was kind of stern. But their
mother, she was just like all this bunch of girls, I guess, because
she was probably seventy years old when I was born, but gee, she
was spry and active.
Charley, [Charles Barr] come in and meet Dr. Arena.
ARENA:

Very good.

